and another, and between all Europeans and
Indians, on all the Eastern Coasts from
Mozambique to Malacca, a barbarous lingua
franca like the Hindustani of a modern port.
The diarist's knowledge of the West, as
innumerable references prove, was trivial and
inaccurate, while of course Indian learning
*was not the business of his caste.

As against this he possessed a considerable
store of practical knowledge and experience.
He might know no language well but his own;
but he had a rough and ready knowledge of
several. He could interpret a Persian letter
when it was read to him ; he could probably
speak and write Telugu and Malay&lam,
besides his French and Portuguese. His mind
was a storehouse of diplomatic precedents ;
and he could tell with unfailing accuracy
whoso vaJdl should receive pdn, from the
Governor's own hand, and whoso from that
of an inferior, how far the Governor should
go to meet an embassy from the Naw&b and
with what salute presents from Poona or
Hyderabad should bo greeted. He was the
standing authority on the customs and privi-
leges of the castes of Pondichery, a matter
of no small moment when an inadvertent
permission allowing a marriage procession to
pass along an unaccustomed street, or to use
unauthorized insignia might provoke a riot